Welcome to the Femili PNG Quarterly Newsletter, where we provide you with updates
on our work in PNG to support survivors of family and sexual violence.
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COVID19 Response
With the support from donors, Femili PNG is able to continue its assistance to its
partners, especially during these challenging times.
Femili PNG is pleased to support its committed and hardworking partners with posters
released by the World Health Organization (WHO) on COVID19. These posters
including face masks and other materials will assist the police officers in Lae when
doing awareness on COVID19 in the communities.
Like most of the world, PNG has been affected by COVID19 and Femili PNG has had
to develop a response plan to ensure client and staff safety.
It is often times of crisis where our work is needed the most. It is also at the time
of heightened need in the community that organisations like Femili PNG are
likely to have its capacity limited.
In order to address this, Femili PNG has developed a plan to minimise disruption to our

services with an escalation path. At present, our case management centres and safe
house remain open.
If you would like any additional information about our escalation plan, please reach out
by email.
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Lae Secondary teachers practice social distancing during
training
Femili PNG conducted a 3day sensitization training on family and sexual violence
(FSV) to 20 Lae Secondary School teachers.
The training was conducted during the State of Emergency period as schools took an
early term 1 break due to the Coronavirus confirmed case in PNG. During the training,
the participants and facilitators took heed of COVID19 safety measures and practiced
socialdistancing.
Thanks to the Digicel PNG Foundation for supporting this training. Femili PNG is
supported by the Australian Government in partnership with the Government of Papua
New Guinea as part of the Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development program.
Read the full story on our website.

'Best practice': Femili PNG noted for case management work
Femili PNG has been noted in a recent Australian Government report as ‘best practice’
in its case management procedures and coordination of resources for survivors of
family and sexual violence (FSV).
The report, written by the Australian Government’s Office of Development
Effectiveness, seeks to evaluate a decade of Australia’s development assistance
program and the work of organisations in eliminating violence against women and girls.
Read more about the ODE Report on our website.

Postponed: Canberra Times Marathon Fundraiser
The Canberra Times Marathon has been postponed until August 23 this year  which
gives us all a couple of extra months to secure sponsors for the run!
The event is suitable for people of all ages and abilities with a choice of events
including a 5.3km course (with provision for strollers and wheelchairs), 10km course,
Half Marathon (21.1km), Marathon (42km) and Ultra Marathon (50km).
For details on how to be involved, visit our website.
If you have any queries or would like further information, please
contact friends@femilipng.org.
Not interested in running but want to donate to the team? Visit our fundraising site to
make a donation.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Supporting further research on Family Protection Orders
Femili PNG is pleased to support a second phase of research into Family Protection
Orders in PNG conducted by the Department of Pacific Affairs (DPA) at the Australian
National University and supported by the Australian Government in partnership with the
Government of Papua New Guinea as part of the Pacific Women program. Other
partners in the research include the University of Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby
and the PNG University of Technology in Lae.
The DPA research team members include Dr Judy Putt and Ms Lindy Kanan, former
Development Manager of Femili PNG.

Popondetta, one of the locations for the research. Photo by Lindy Kanan.

The research will be conducted across five locations, including Port Moresby, Lae,
Mount Hagen, Popondetta and Bougainville, and will look at the expectations of clients
seeking protection orders and the effectiveness of those orders.
For further information on the research, visit the DPA website. Information from the first
phase of the protection order research can also be found here.

Stories of Hope and Change  Clare's Story*
Clare and her husband had a great first year of marriage. Everything was fine, until she
became pregnant with their child. That was when everything changed.
Clare’s husband restricted her from socialising and told her to keep to herself. He
even assaulted her while she was pregnant. After Clare gave birth to their child, her
husband started to have affairs with other women, and didn’t come home some nights.
Clare recalled her husband using anything he could find around the house to hit her
with, including garden tools like spades. “He also got a drill and pushed it into my
head,” Clare said when she showed the scar on her head after she got eight stitches.
Regardless of the ongoing abuse, Clare continued to pray and believed her husband
would change and be a good husband and father. He would occasionally change his
ways, but never for long.
Clare had to take her child, who was just a toddler, to stay with her family because her
husband threw all her belongings out of the house. Clare had endured the ongoing
abuse for over four years. She had also lost her previous job because of her husband,
and was unemployed for a while. During the time she was unemployed and living with
her family, her husband did not support her and their child. Clare finally got a new job
and could support herself and her child. However, she still lived in fear, as she had
been assaulted in public by him.
A counsellor at Clare’s new workplace told her to get help from a safe house in Port
Moresby, which then referred her to the Family Support Centre (FSC). FSC referred

Clare to Bel is PNG Case Management Centre, operated by Femili PNG, to get help.
After a few weeks working with Clare, the Case Worker assigned to assist her helped
Clare obtain an Interim Protection Order, which was later successfully converted to a
Permanent Order.
Clare is grateful for the case management support to access other available services.
She said, “I was always scared, but now I feel free.” Femili PNG’s Case Worker will
continue to support Clare in accessing assistance from the Welfare and Public
Solicitor’s office to get custody and maintenance support for her child.
*Names have been changed.

Other News
For other Femili PNG news, click the links below to see our latest Facebook posts.
They include updates about our COVID19 response, International Women's Day, the
recent Pacific Fashion Festival, and our stall at the Hevea Cup and Wellness Expo.

Femili Tok
Did you know that we also publish and print a newsletter in PNG?
You can access all copies of Femili Tok here.

Spread the word and keep in touch
Do you know others who may be interested in the work of Femili PNG? If so, please
feel free to share this newsletter. Do you want to get involved in the work of Femili
PNG through fundraising, volunteering or supporting us?
Contact friends@femilipng.org for further information.
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